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SUBJECT: ECE REVIEW CONFERENCE TO REVISE TIR CONVENTION, 
NOVEMBER 3-15, 1975 

1. MISSION REQUESTED TO CONVEY TO ECE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
FOLLOWING PRELIMINARY COMMENTS WHICH UNITED STATES WISHES 
REVIEW CONFERENCE TO CONSIDER: 

TIR CARNET: 

CONSIDERING THAT IT IS IN THE INTEREST OF INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE THAT THE MEASURES FOR SIMPLIFICATION AND FACILITATION 
PROVIDED FOR IN THE REVISED TIR CONVENTION ENTER INTO FORCE 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND THAT THIS APPLIES PARTICULARLY TO 
THE NEW MODEL OF THE TIR CARNET, THE UNITED STATES SUGGESTS 
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THAT THE CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE TIR CONVENTION, 1959, 
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TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY OFFERED BY THE REVIEW CONFERENCE TO 
INITIATE AN AMENDMENT OF THE CONVENTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
ARTICLE 47 REPLACING ANNEXES 1 AND 2 OF THE EXISTING CONVEN- 
TION BY ANNEX 1 OF THE REVISED CONVENTION. IF THIS ACTION 
IS TAKEN AND NO CONTRACTING PARTY EXPRESSES AN OBJECTION 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF THREE MONTHS FOLLOWING THE DATE OF CIRCU- 
LATION OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT. THE NEW MODEL OF THE TIR 
CARNET CAN BE PUT INTO GENERAL USE AT A MUCH EARLIER DATE 
THAN WOULD OTHERWISE BE THE CASE. IN ADDITION. ADMINISTRATIVE 
DIFFICULTIES RESULTING FROM THE USE OF TWO DIFFERENT CARNETS 

DURING THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD WILL BE COMPLETELY AVOIDED. 

IF AGREEMENT CANNOT BE REACHED ON THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT, 
THE REVIEW CONFERENCE AT THE MINIMUM SHOULD ADOPT A 
RESOLUTION WHICH WOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR CONTRACTING 
PARTIES TO THE TIR CONVENTION. 1959, WHICH WISH TO DO SO, 

TO MAKE EARLY USE OF THE NEW CARNET. IN THIS CONNECTION, 

THE DRAFT RESOLUTION CONCERNING USE OF THE MODEL OF THE 
TIR CARNET OF THE REVISED TIR CONVENTION (TRANS/GE30/GRCC/4, 
ANNEX 2) DEVELOPED AT THE 20TH SESSION OF THE GROUP OF 
RAPPORTEURS ON CUSTOMS QUESTIONS CONCERNING CONTAINERS IS 
SUGGESTED AS A BASIS FOR CONSIDERATION. 

ARTICLE 13, PARAGRAPH 2: 

IT IS SUGGESTED THAT A NOTE RELATING TO ARTICLE 13, PARA- 
GRAPH 2, BE INSERTED IN ANNEX 6 ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES: 

"DEMOUNTABLE BODIES" MAY BE APPROVED FOR TRANSPORT 
OF GOODS UNDER TIR CARNET IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE CUSTOMS CONVENTION ON CONTAINERS, 

1972, OR OF ANY INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS THAT 
MAY SUPERSEDE IT. 

REASON: FROM THE STATEMENT IN ARTICLE 1 THAT '"DEMOUNTABLE 
BODIES' ARE TO BE TREATED AS CONTAINERS" IT CAN BE INFERRED 
THAT "DEMOUNTABLE BODIES" MAY BE APPROVED FOR TRANSPORT OF 
GOODS UNDER TIR CARNET IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS 
OF THE CUSTOMS CONVENTION ON CONTAINERS. NEVERTHELESS, IT 
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SEEMS ADVISABLE TO MAKE THIS POINT EXPLICIT IN AN EXPLANA- 
TORY NOTE. 

ARTICLE 13, PARAGRAPH 3: 

IN THE THIRD LINE DELETE THE WORD "COULD" AND INSERT IN ITS 
PLACE THE WORD "SHALL." 
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REASON: THE RESPONSIBILITY IN THE SITUATION DESCRIBED 
SHOULD BE PLACED CLEARLY WITH THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE. 

AT THE END OF THE PARAGRAPH DELETE THE WORDS "ANNEX 2, 
ARTICLE 1" AND INSERT IN THEIR PLACE THE WORDS "PARAGRAPH 
1 ABOVE." 

REASON: PARAGRAPH 2 REFERS BACK TO PARAGRAPH 1 AND IT 
SEEMS CORRECT TO DO SO IN THIS PARAGRAPH. MOREOVER, ANNEX 
2, ARTICLE 1 DEALS WITH ROAD VEHICLES, AND REFERENCE TO IT 
WITH REGARD TO CONTAINERS DOES NOT SEEM ENTIRELY APPRO- 
PRIATE. 

ARTICLE 23: 

IN BOTH (A) AND (B), THE REFERENCE SHOULD BE TO "THE ROAD 
VEHICLE, THE COMBINATION OF VEHICLES OR THE CONTAINER." 

REASON: IT IS BELIEVED THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER TO LIST 
ALL THREE CATEGORIES, AS IS DONE IN ARTICLE 20. 

THE LAST SENTENCE OF THIS ARTICLE SHOULD BE DELETED. 

REASON: ARTICLE 5, PARAGRAPH 2, ADEQUATELY COVERS THE 
POINT MADE IN THIS SENTENCE AND IT NEED NOT BE REPEATED. 

ARTICLE 24: 

IN THE FIRST TWO LINES, THE REFERENCE SHOULD BE TO "A ROAD 
VEHICLE, A COMBINATION OF VEHICLES OR OF A CONTAINER." 

ANNEX 6, ARTICLE 2: 
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IN THE LAST LINE OF PARAGRAPH 0.2-2, DELETE THE WORDS 
"WHERE NECESSARY." 

REASON: ARTICLE 3, SUBPARAGRAPH (B) OF THE BODY OF THE 
CONVENTION, WHICH SETS FORTH THE REQUIREMENT OF THE 
GUARANTEE, DOES NOT CONTAIN QUALIFYING LANGUAGE AND 
CONSEQUENTLY, IT IS NEITHER NECESSARY NOR APPROPRIATE 
TO INCLUDE IT HERE. 

ANNEX 6, ARTICLE 28: 

THE THIRD SENTENCE OF PARAGRAPH 2 SHOULD READ: "WHERE NO 
IRREGULARITY HAS TAKEN PLACE, THE OFFICE OF DESTINATION 
MUST DISCHARGE THE TIR CARNET AS SOON AS THE GOODS COVERED 
BY THE CARNET HAVE COME UNDER ANOTHER CUSTOMS CONTROL." 
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REASON: THIS IS AN EDITORIAL AMENDMENT, PLUS THE 
ADDITION OF THE WORD "ANOTHER" IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT 
THE GOODS ARE ALREADY UNDER ONE CUSTOMS CONTROL. 

OTHER EDITORIAL COMMENTS: 

ARTICLE 56, PARAGRAPH 1: 

IN THE THIRD LINE, INSERT THE WORD "BY" AFTER "OR" AND SET 
OFF BY COMMAS THE WORDS "FOR EXAMPLE." 

ARTICLE 56, PARAGRAPH 3: 

IN THE SECOND LINE, "1" SHOULD BE "2." 

ARTICLE 59, PARAGRAPH 4: 

IN THE SIXTH LINE, THE WORD "DATE" SHOULD BE "DATES." KISSINGER 
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